
July 31, 2 0 0 0  

William J. Farah, Esq. 
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P. 
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20036 

RE: MUR5054 

Dear Mr. Farah: 

On July 2 1,2000, the Federal Election Commission found that there is reason to believe 
the Arab American Leadership Political Action Committee (the "Committee") and James Joseph 
Zogby, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. $434(a)(4)(A)(iv), a provision of the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). The Factual and Legal Analysis, which formed 
a basis for the Commission's finding, is attached for your information. 

You may submit any factual or legal materials that you believe are relevant to the 
Commission's consideration of this matter. Please submit such materials to the General 
Counsel's Office within IS days of your receipt of this letter. Wherc appropriate, stateinents 
should be submitted under oath. In the absence of additional information, the Commission may 
find probable cause to believe that a violatiorr has occurred and proceed with conciliation. 

offer to enter into negohtions directed towards reaching a conciliation agreement i n  scttlement 
of both this matter and MUR 5028 prior to a finding of probable cause to bclievc. Enclosed is a 
conciliation agreement that thc Commission has approved. 

jircprobable cause conciliation, and i f  you agree with the provisioiis of the cnclosccl agrccnlcnl, 
please sign and return thc agrccmcnt, along with the civil pciialty, to thc Comiiiissioii. i n  light of  
the fact that conciliation negotiations, prior to a finding of probable cause to believe, ;irc liinitcd 
to a maximum of 30 days. you should respond to this notification as soon as possible. 

Reqticsts for cxtciisions ol'timc will not be routinely grantcd. Rccltics~s must be madc in 
wrilirig at least fivc days prior to tlic duc date ofthc responsc and spccilic good cause i1iW bc 

In order to expedite the resolution of this matter, the Commission has also decided to 

I f  you are intcrcstcd in cxpcditing the resolution of MURs SO28 and 5054 by pt~rstiing 



tlcnionslratcd. I n  atidition, the Officc ofthe Gciieral Counsel ordinarily n r i l l  not give extcnsions 
hcyond 20 tla\,s. 

Please h:ivc your clicnts complete thc enclosed Statcment of Designation of Counsel, as 

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. $4 437g(a)(4)(B) and 

thcy have doiic \\.it11 respect to M U R  5028. 

437y(a)( I2)(A). unless you notify the Commission in writing that your clients wish the 
invcstigation to bc made public. 

this mnttcr, at (202) 694-1650. 
If  yoti have ai;y qucstions, please contact David H. Morgenstem, the attorney assigned to 

Si iicerel y, 

~. .. . 
.~ Enclosures 

Facttial and Legal Analysis 
Dcsi gnat i on o I‘ Counsel Form 

. .  Conciliation Ayrcemcnt 

Darryl R. Wold 
Chainnan 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMlSSlQN 

FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 

RESPONDENTS: Arab American Leadership Political Action Committee MUR: 5054 
James Joseph Zogby, as treasurer 

This matter was generated based on infomiation ascertained by the Federal Election 

Commission (“the Commission“) in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory 

responsibilities. See 2 U.S.C. 437g(a)(2). 

Pursuant to the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act”), all 

political committees other than authorized committees of a candidate shall file, in any calendar 

year, a report covering the period beginning January 1 and ending June 30, which shall be filed 

no later than July 3 1. 2 U.S.C. 0 434(a)(4)(A)(iv). 

The Arab American Leadership Political Action Committee (“the Committee”) is a 

political committee that is not an authorized committee of a candidate. James Joseph Zogby is 

the treasurer of the Committee. 

The Respondents railed to timely file the 1999 Mid-Year Report of Receipts and 

Disburscnicnts covcriiig the period from January I ,  1999 to Junc 30, 1999. The Respondents 

wcrc rqi i i rcd to liic thc 1999 Mid-Year Report no lattr than July 31, 1999. The 1999 Mid-Year 

Rcpor~.  \vhicli rliscloscd S 165.00 in  receipts and $5,500.00 i n  disburscmcnts, was not filcd until 

Tlic Coinmission iiotificd the Committec of thc filing dates for the 1999 Mid-Year Rcport 
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December 30, 199s and Itunc 25, 1999. Both Prior Notices informed the Committee that the 

1999 Mid-\’ea[- Report \vas due on July 31, 1999. A Non-Filer Notice \vas sent (0 the Committee 

via mailgrm on August 35, 1999. 

On September 22, 1999, the Reports Analysis Division (‘‘RAD’) analyst called 

Ethel Ellis, the bookkeeper for thc Committee, and told her that the Commission had not 

received the 1999 Mid-Year Report. Ms. Ellis stated that she was amending all of the 

Committee’s reports and would file the 1999 Mid-Year Report once she completed the 

amendments. The analyst advised Ms. Ellis to file the missing report as Sooil as possible and to 

amend at a later date, if necessary. Ms. Ellis said she would submit the missing report the next 

day. On November 3, 1999, the RAD analyst called Ms. Ellis and told her that the Cominission 

had still not received the 1999 Mid-Year Report. Ms. Ellis stated that she would bring the 

missing report to the Commission on November 8, 1999, but failed to do so. On November 10, 

1999, the RAD analyst called Ms. Ellis and told her that the Commission had still not received 

the missing report. Ms. Ellis indicated that she had questions that needed to be answered before 

she could complete the missing report and said that she would come to the Commission on 

November 15, 1999. 

On November 15, 1999, the RAD analyst met with Ms. Ellis. After a discussion of the 

Committee’s filings, Ms. Ellis stated that she would file the 1999 Mid-Year Rcpurt and amended 

199s reports on November 18, 1999. On November 18, 1999, the Conimittee filcd the 1999 

Mid-Year Report. 

Thcrctorc, there is rcason to bclicvc the Arab American Leadership Politicnl Action 

Committee and James Joseph Zoyby, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. 9 434(a)(4)(A)(i~). 


